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382 Notes and Queries. 

In 1777 Guy Johnson thought all were on the royal side except the 
Oneidas, but it is certain the Onondagas and Tuscaroras must be added 
to these. In fact, as a body, the Onondagas remained neutral till their 
towns were burned in 1779. Major Butler wrote to Carleton, Dec. 14, 
1778, " that the Onondagas, Tuscaroras and Oneidas had taken sides with 
the rebels." This was contradicted later, but the Onondaga position 
was in doubt to the last. As late as Feb. 25, 1779, a message came to 
Canada from the Indians, " that a large body of rebels had left Albany 
to take post at Oswego, and that half of the Onondagas intended to join 
them." Many, however, were with the loyalists, who were delighted 
with the burning of Onondaga, after which its people abandoned all 
efforts for neutrality. 

Respecting Carleton and Haldimand, there is in the Canadian Archives 
at Ottawa., from the latter, a "Guarantee to the Mohawks of Canajo- 
harie, etc., that their property, ruined by the rebels, should be put in 
the same state as before the war." This was dated April 7, 1779, and 
seems one paper mentioned. A settlement was made with these in 1784. 
Haldimand held conferences with the Five Nations at Quebec in 1779, 
On Oct. 25, 1784, he proclaimed that " the said Mohawk Nation and 
such other of the Six Nation Indians as wish to settle in that quarter, 
might take possession of and settle upon the banks of the river com- 
monly called the Ouse or Grand River." 

Carleton wrote to the Earl of Dartmouth from Quebec August 14, 
1775 : " Col. Johnson has come with chiefs of the Six Nations and been 
followed by more ; they have promised great things. It is necessary to 
gain them, but they are not to be depended on." He probably made 
large but indefinite promises, made plainer by Haldimand afterward. 

W. M. Beatjchamp. 

Editor Pennsylvania Magazine. 

With reference to the discussion as to the Quaker standing of Benja- 
min West, I send the following statement, said to have been made by 
himself and copied by me two years ago in London, in a book entitled 
" A Book for a Rainy Day," p. 90. 

"Sir, I was once a Quaker and have never left their principles." 

Isaac Sharpless. 

Bryan. — Wanted to know the full name and ancestry of the wife of 
William Bryan, who lived in Bucks County 1738, died 1784. On her 

tombstone it states : Rebecca wife of William Bryan, born 1718 — 

died 1796. 

Their children were Josiah — William (born 1739), James, Joel, Jesse, 
Rebecca (who married John Morrison), and Guy, who married in Phila- 
delphia, Martha, daughter of Colonel Timothy Matlack. 

Mrs. J. A. Petrie, 
Phillipsburg, N. J. 

3Booh Notices. 

The Colonial Society of Pennsylvania : Charter, Constitu- 
tion, By Laws, Officers, Committees, Members, &c, 
MCMVIII. 8vo. pp. 171, 
This Society, incorporated in April of 1896, was formed for the pur- 
pose of celebrating anniversaries of events connected with the settlement 
of Pennsylvania prior to 1700, and collecting, preserving and publish- 
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ing records and documents relating to the early history of that Colony. 
It has adopted March 15, the anniversary of the granting of the Charter 
to William Penn, and November 8, the anniversary of his landing in 
Pennsylvania, as occasions for holding social gatherings. Among its 
publications are the American Weekly Mercury, Vols. I, II, III, IV, in 
fac-simile ; Records of the Court of New Castle on Delaware, 1676-1681, 
and Bulletin Nos. 1 and 2. The work under notice is very attractive in 
its get up, and the pedigrees of its members valuable to genealogists. 

Proceedings and Papers Read Before the Lehigh County His- 
torical Society. Vol. I. Allentown, 1908. 8vo. pp. 232. 
Illustrated. 
The Lehigh County Historical Society was organized in January of 
1904, and its members have shown marked energy in the development 
of the history of their county. The papers read before the society and 
published in the volume before us are entirely local in character and 
have been prepared with great care. Among the principal ones are 
William Allen, the Founder of Allentown, and his descendants ; His- 
tory of the Reformed and Lutheran Congregations of Egypt Church ; 
Allentown Sixty Years Ago ; Some Indian History of the Lehigh Valley ; 
The Mayors of Allentown ; Revolutionary Patriots of Allentown, with 
the roll of members and officers of the faculty, and minutes of meetings. 

Van Rensselaer Bowier Manuscripts : Being Letters of Kiliaen 
Van Rensselaer, 1630-1643, and other Documents relating to the 
Colony of Rensselaerswyck. Translated and edited by A. J. F. van 
Laer, Archivist. Albany, 1908. 8vo. pp. 909. Illustrated. 
The State of New York, through its Commissioner of Education, 
Hon. Andrew S. Draper, has recently published a collection of inter- 
esting documents connected with the early history of the Dutch colonies 
in that State, translated by its Archivist. It comprises a great variety 
of papers, including journals of voyages, deeds, leases, contracts, ac- 
counts and inventories of cattle, and many copies of letters, memorials 
and instructions written between 1630 and 1643 by Kiliaen Van Rensse- 
laer, the founder of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, to his colonists, to 
officials of the West India Company, to his co-partners and to the States 
General. Nearly all the papers relate primarily to the establishment 
and early development of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, but incident- 
ally they touch on many matters relating to settlement in other parts of 
the province of New Netherland as well. A translation by Mrs. Alan 
H. Strong, of Nicolaas de Rower's sketch of Kiliaen van Rensselaer and 
his Colony of Rensselaerswyck is an appropriate preface to the work. 

Bibliography of Washington County, Penna. 

The Pennsylvania Federation of Historical Societies, in 1907, pro- 
posed the preparation of a Bibliography of Pennsylvania, under the 
supervision of the county historical societies. The first part of the bib- 
liography of Washington County, compiled by Boyd Cumrine, Esq., 
has been issued in "In Our Early Days," published by the Historical 
Society of that county, and embraces all books and regularly published 
magazines and newspapers. Librarians are requested to supply the 
compiler with additions or corrections in names of authors or titles. 
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Writings on Amebic an History, 1906. A Bibliography of 
Books and Articles on United States and Canadian His- 
tory, Published During the Year 1906, with Some Memo- 
randa on Other Portions or America. Compiled by Grace 
Gardner Griffin. New York, 1908. 8vo. pp. 186. 
The need of an annual bibliography in which shall be registered all 
books and articles, of any value or importance, relating to American 
history and published in a given yeai , is one that has been acutely felt 
by many investigators, and the presei t publication will be found of the 
greatest utility by persons engaged i historical research. A very full 
index will be found helpful. Copies for sale by the Macmillan Com- 
pany, 66 Fifth Avenue, New York. Price, $2.50 net. 



